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TERM DATES 2010-2011 

INSET Daysï School Closed to pupils 
 
Thursday 2nd and Friday 3rd September 2010  
Wednesday 5th January 2011  

One other date to be confirmed  

 

SUMMER TERM ENDS  Friday 16th July 2010 at 2pm 

AUTUMN TERM BEGINS  Thursday 2nd September 10 
(Staff)  

Monday  6th  September 10 
(Pupils)     10 am  

AUTUMN HALF TERM  25th October ï 29th October 
2010 

AUTUMN TERM ENDS  Friday 17th December 2010 

SPRING TERM BEGINS  Wednesday 5th January 
2011(Staff)  

Thursday 6th January 2011 
(Pupils)  

SPRING HALF TERM  21st  February ï25th Febru-
ary 2011 

SPRING TERM ENDS  Friday 8th April 2011 

    

SUMMER TERM BEGINS  Tuesday 26th April 2011 

MAY DAY BANK HOLIDAY  Monday 2nd May 2011       
(1 day off)  

WHITSUN HALF TERM  30th May - 3rd June 2011 

SUMMER TERM ENDS  Friday 15th July 2011 



 

 

  

 
Dear parents/carers                                                                             
 
It has been another busy and exciting term at Kingsdown. We 
were really proud of the way our Year 11s settled down in the end 
and worked for their exams ï we just hope that they did not leave 
it too late. This year the results will be posted on line earlier than 
usual so we shall not have the usual excitement on the last Thurs-
day of August ï boys will be told their results by phone and the 
written statement will follow later. 
 
The hot weather has been a real contrast to the snow earlier in 
the year. In many ways it has been harder to deal with and the 
boys have become hot and bothered quite easily. We have tried 
to relax the timetable in the afternoons when the classrooms have 
been very hot but the boys have still found it difficult to manage, 
 
As I write this we are entering the final stages of planning for the 
residential. We were very sorry that not all the boys were able to 
meet our behavioural expectations and participate but hopefully 
those that do go will have a good week and do us proud. 
 
You will by now be aware that this is my last term at Kingsdown 
as headteacher. I have thoroughly enjoyed my two years here 
(which was much longer than I originally envisaged) and it is now 
time for me to go back into semi retirement. I know I leave the 
school in very capable hands and I am sure that Mrs. Henderson 
will continue the journey towards óoutstandingô. I have been asked 
to join the Governing Body so I shall still be around from time to 
time and watching the progress of the pupils with   interest. 
 
With best wishes to you all 

 

Cheryl  

 

 

 

 

Cheryl Butler  
                                              

Headteacher  

 

 

 

 

End of Term Residential Trip  to PGL 

PGL was a successful trip this year as it was our first time at Kingsdown 
to hold our residential trip there. The young people that attended the 

residential activity week were well behaved and acted like ambassadors 
of Kingsdown throughout the week. The students engaged in activities 
throughout the morning, afternoon and also the early evening. Such as 
abseiling, riffle shooting, zip wire and leap of faith (trapeze). Unfortu-
nately we lost two students midway in the week due to appointments 
back in London but this did not affect the numbers we were left with. 

The young people got to know the majority of the PGL staff and I prom-
ise PGL wouldnôt forget them any time soon. Staff from other schools 
praised our young people for good manners, behaviour and attitude. 
Some activities were skipped by our students because of the fear of 
heights but this didnôt stop the rest of the group which took part and en-

joyed every session. 
 



 

 

                          

Head Teacher Retires..again and staff move on to pastures new. 
 

Cheryl Butler came out of semi retirement  to  join us at Kingsdown as 
Consultant Head  in 2008. This was on a  part time temporary basis to 
cover the  then existing Head's personal leave and subsequent depar-
ture. 
 

In the ensuing two years, she has inspired us all, students and staff 
alike, with her  strong but compassionate leadership. The school has 
evolved and developed in many areas: policies and procedures updated; 
curriculum enriched; building reorganised;  relationships with outside 
agencies ,parents and carers  fostered, students always at the centre of  
decisions. The school is rated 'good with outstanding leadership ' by  
OFSTED thanks to her guidance and vision. 
 

Cheryl was part of the team who recruited our new Head Teacher Mrs. 
Henderson joining us in September 2010. So it is with great sadness and 
gratitude that we say  not goodbye  but  farewell for now, as Cheryl will 
be joining the Governing Body of the school in order to give us her con-
tinued support. 
 

Staff gave Cheryl and other departing staff a send off on Wednesday 
evening. Since Cheryl loves to travel we equipped her with an 'Unusual 
Weekend Escape'  for two to use at her leisure, an inspirational travel 
calendar to plan all her trips and a framed Cheryl Butler Superstar      
certificate to take pride of place in her home office. 
 

Leaving us also to complete her NQT training , is Music teacher, Miriam 
Eisele  and Cookery Teacher Jackie Saville who is going home to Trini-
dad and Tobago for a while. We thank them for their contribution. They 
will be missed! 
  

Parents, carers and other invited guests will have the opportunity to say 
their farewells and meet the incoming Head Teacher at the end of term  
Assembly and Barbecue on Friday 16th July at the school. 

Farewell to Cheryl La fête du 14 Juillet:  La prise de la Bastille 
BASTILLE DAY: 14TH JULY 

Did you knowé? 
 

The French Independence Day is Bastille Day, July 14. It's called that   
because it celebrates the storming of the Bastille, a famous prison, during 
the French Revolution, in 1789. With the taking of this prison, the move-
ment to replace a two-person government with a representative govern-
ment began. 
France at that time was ruled by King Louis XVI and his queen, Marie An-
toinette. It was an absolute monarchy, meaning that whatever the king and 
queen wanted, they got. It didn't matter whether the people were starving 
in the streets, so long as the royal banquet tables were full.                                                                                                     
And it wasn't just the king and queen, either, who got to enjoy royal des-
serts. Rich people and others that the king and queen liked were invited to 
dine at the royal table or stay at the royal residence. And all the time, the 
mobs starved in the streets. Marie Antoinette is said to have exclaimed, to 
a question of what the starving people should eat, "Let 'em eat cake."                                                                                             
Cake, of course, might taste good, but it wouldn't keep people healthy, at 
least not in the long run.                                                                                 
So France had the very rich (symbolized by the king and queen) and the 
very poor (symbolized by the street mobs). Caught in the middle were the 
middle class, some of whom sided with royalty and others of whom sided 
with the poor.                                                                                           
These middle class people who sided with the poor soon found it very   
difficult to criticize the king's handling of the growing unrest. The more they 
spoke out, the more they tended to get thrown in prison. (It was a crime, 
after all, to criticize one's king or queen.)                                                        
And what prison did these people get thrown into? Why, the Bastille, of 
course. It was one of the more famous prisons (but by no means the only 
one). At one time, it had a sizable number of political prisoners, including 
the great writer Voltaire, who were there for no other reason than that they 
had spoken out against the government.                                                                
It also happened that the Bastille had a good number of guns and other 
weapons. This was the real reason for the storming of the Bastille. The 
mob had finally had enough of the king's ignoring their pleas and the 
queen's empty promises. And on July 14, they attacked the prison.                                                                                               
The mob seized the weapons they were looking for and released the pris-
oners inside. Ironically, only 7 prisoners were inside at the time. But the 
Revolution had begun.                                                                                         
Before  its end, the Revolution and the Reign of Terror would claim 
hundreds of lives, including those of the king and queen. France would 
never be the same. 

http://www.kosmix.com/topic/French%20Revolution?as=clink2&ac=1429
http://www.kosmix.com/topic/Louis%20XVI%20of%20France?as=clink2&ac=1429
http://www.kosmix.com/topic/Absolute%20monarchy?as=clink2&ac=1429
http://www.kosmix.com/topic/Palaces?as=clink2&ac=1429
http://www.kosmix.com/topic/Let%20'Em%20Eat%20Cake?as=clink2&ac=1429


 

 

  
Literacy at Kingsdown 

Reading 
Students have been reading a variety books ranging from reading 
scheme books through to Roald Dahl's James and the Giant Peach , 
Robert Swindell's Stone Cold and the GCSE favourite  Of Mice and 
Men by John Steinbeck. 
 

Along the way some students have been working towards gaining ac-
creditation for their efforts by working on AQA Unit Awards for Reading a 
Novel. Here is an example of part of the work submitted by La'Shaun  
Williams  in Year 8 who read James and the Giant Peach.  

 

Character description of James Henry Trotter 
From Roald Dahlõs "James and the Giant Peach " 

 

James was a happy boy until the age of 4 years  because he lived     
happily with his birth parents in a beautiful house by the sea he had lots 
of  children to play with. After the rhinoceros ate his parents on a trip to  
London his life changed from good to bad. 
 

James Henry Trotter had to go and live with his aunties   who  were 
mean .James became their  slave. They had poor James cleaning the 
house and chopping wood for the fire. He had no time to play. So he   
became sad and lonely.  
 

He met an old man in a laurel bush. James was curious and spoke to him 
and the old man gave James the green sparkly things and thatôs how 
Jamesô journey began.  
 

James is a brave young boy 
because he crawls in the 
peach to explore whatôs going 
on. He  is sensible because he 
does what people tells him to 
do. He shows his leadership 
skills by organising  all of the 
insects when they need to get 
out of trouble. 
 

James is kind because he 
shares his peach with all the 
other kids and he is clever be-
cause he wrote a story on his 
adventure with the giant peach. 

End of Academic Year Thorpe Park Experience 

Thorpe Park looked as if it was going to be a gloomy and an               
un-pleasurable day. The young people of Kingsdown were not going to 

allow this to affect nor defer them from having a good and enjoyable 
day. The children were well behaved on the journey as per usual and 

was also well excited about which ride to queue for first. As it was    
Jamaley Samuels that had won the Jack Petchey Award and chose for 
the young people to go Thorpe Park, he had first choice of ride and he 
made a great choice to get the students adrenalin going. The trip was a 
success and all students enjoyed themselves especially their unlimited 
pizza buffet for lunch. The journey back to school showed the tiredness 

of the students and staff found half the group asleep. 


